[Differential diagnosis of epilepsies in early childhood].
The last twenty years have seen substantial advances in knowledge concerning the diagnosis as well as the long-term evolution of epilepsies in infants and children. There is, however, no general agreement among epileptologists on the framework of epileptic syndroms in infancy and childhood. The main problems are the lack of a uniform terminology and the fact that there is little unanimity concerning definitions and what may be included under individual syndromic rubrics. In consequence the nosological limits between the various syndromes described are not distinct and they very often represent a heterogenous group of disorders and not a single entity. The present paper reviews the literature recently published and discusses diagnostic difficulties and nosological problems. In addition the attempt has been made to elaborate a "multi-dimensional" classification of syndromes, based on clinical (using the terminology of the international classification) and electroencephalographic criteria, but also taking into consideration aetiological and evolution data. Results show that it was possible to differentiate within a cohort of 77 infants aged 0-24 months (suffering from various types of epileptic disorders) several distinct and homogenous nosological entities and syndromes. As it is well known today, that the type of epilepsy which occurs in a child as well as the prognosis of the disease represent a confluence of age, heredity and structural brain abnormality, it seems apparent that adequate classification systems have to take into consideration the complexity of various factors "triggering" the onset and influencing the course of the disease, even when a number of cases remains outside resp. "borderline" such a syndromic classification.